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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kington  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  (Gentlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  for  1952  is  presented  herewith. 

The  health  of  the  community  remained  good  throughout  the  year. 
The  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  restricted  mainly  to 
Measles.  It  is  worthy  of  record  that  the  district  maintained  its 
freedom  from  Poliomyelitis  for  the  22nd.  successive  year. 

I have  been  impressed  by  the  friendly  co-operative  spirit 
existing  among  officials  and  by  the  confidence  which  you  Mr.  Chairman 
and  the  Members  of  the  Council  place  in  us,  your  officers,  to  carry 
out  our  duties  conscientiously  and  impartially. 


I.F.  MACKENZIE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


Public  Health  Office  : 4 , Church  Street,  Leominster. 
Telephone  No.  Leominster  95* 


p 


SECTION  A - STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  857 

Population  1,854 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1952)  according) 

to  the  Rate  Books)  595 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £10,148 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ..  ..  ..  £39.  8.’  2d. 


EXTRACT _ FROM _ THE  VITAL  STATI STIC S OF  THE  YEAR . 


Total 

Male 

Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

24 

12 

12 

(illegitimate) 

__  2 

— 

Total  . . 

2f 

14 

12 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

1 

1 

DEATHS  

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

DEATHS  OF  INFANT 3 UNDER  ONE 

23 

Nil 

13 

10 

YEAR  OF  AGE  (Legitimate) 

(illegitimate) 

]_ 

! Nil 

1 

— 

COMPARABLE  DATA FOR ENGLAND AND  WALES,  1952. 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population)  ..  14.O 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales.  ..  ..  ..  15. 3 


Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population)  O.54 
Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  . . . O.35 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population)  ..  12. 4 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  . . 11. 3 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  related  live  births)  ..  38-5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  27.6 


SECTION  B - GENERAL  PROVISION  Of  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
CLINICS. 

Under  the  County  Council  and  Regional  Hospital  Board  schemes 
the  following  clinic  facilities  are  available  to  residents  in  the 
district  :- 

Child  Welfare  Centre  : In  the  Church  Hall,  Kington,  on 
alternate  Tuesdays  at  2 p.m. 

Children  are  referred  to  the  Ear  Nose  and  Throat,  Eye, 
Paediatric  and  Tuberculosis  Clinics  in  Hereford  as  and  when 
required. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  S.D.  Crowle , Sanitary  Inspector  to  the 
Council  for  the  following  statement  (Section  C to  E)  furnished 
under  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations. 
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SECTION  C - SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  INSPECTIONS 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

A new  four  h.p.  electric  motor  and  pump,  capable  of  pumping 
3,000  gallons  per  hour  has  been  installed  at  the  Crooked  Well 
pumping  station.  It  forms  a useful  reserve  for  times  when  there 
is  insufficient  water  in  the  Back  Brook  to  drive  the  turbine. 

During  the  year  a regular  supply  was  maintained  although  it 
was  necessary  to  restrict  such  operations  as  washing  of  cars  and 
watering  gardens  during  the  Autumn  months  when  the  yield  from  the 
springs  was  sufficient  only  for  the  domestic  demand. 

WATER  SAMPLES. 

34  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

27  of  the  above  were  from  the  town  supply  and  of  these  twenty 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  In  the  other  seven  samples  the 
contamination  was  slight  and  measures  were  taken  to  remedy  this 
by  increasing  the  degree  of  chlorination. 

Of  the  seven  samples  taken  from  private  supplies  six  proved 
unsatisfactory  and  owners  and  occupiers  were  advised  to  boil  all 
water  before  drinking. 

CONNECTIONS  TO  MAINS . 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  connected  to  mains  580  (approx) 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by  standpipes  20  " 

Number  of  connections  to  the  mains  during  1952.  16 


DRAIN  APE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  sewage  works  is  still  very  badly  overloaded  and  the  need 
of  an  efficient  new  works  is  rapidly  becoming  urgent. 

During  the  year  the  filter  beds  have  been  cleaned  and  some 
new  media  is  being  laid  down.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  produce 
an  improved  effluent  until  such  time  as  a new  works  can  be  constructed. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  in  operation  throughout  the 
area,  except  at  some  trade  premises  where  collection  is  twice  weekly. 

All  refuse  passes  through  an  incinerator  before  final  disposal. 
RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  have  combined  with  the  New  Radnor  Rural  District 
Council  and  have  appointed  one  operator  for  both  districts.  The 
arrangement  is  that  he  spends  two  weeks  in  the  Urban  District  and 
three  weeks  in  the  Rural  District. 

During  the  year  the  Council's  sewers,  sewage  works  and  refuse 
tip  were  treated  regularly. 

Domestic  buildings  were  also  treated  and  in  all,  136  infest- 
ations were  dealt  with  throughout  the  area. 


FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS 


- 4 - 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 
INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

! Number 

1 

Number  of 

on 

! Inspections 

Written 

Occupiers 

iRegister 

notices 

prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in 
which  Sections 
1,2,3, 4 and  6 
are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities. 

j 

9 

28 

- 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforoed  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

- 

- 

- 

(ill) 

Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 

17 

49 

' 

- 

- 

workers ' premises) 

TOTAL 

26 

i 

77 

- 

- 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  . By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

...  _ L 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l.  ) 

__ 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain- 
age of  floors  (8.6) 



— 

Sanitary  Conven- 
iences (3.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 





— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act  (no 
including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork 

t 

) 

TOTAL 


Nil 
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SECTION!)  - HOUSINGS 


During  the  year  eight  new  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council 
and  preliminary  work  has  commenced  for  the  construction  of  eight 
new  bungalows. 

The  Council  are  now  negotiating  for  a building  site  on  which 
they  plan  to  build  a further  thirty-six  houses  during  the  next 
three  years. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  eight  houses  were  completed  by  private 
persons  and  preliminary  work  has  started  on  a further  four  dwellings. 

Three  houses  were  represented  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  not  capable  of  being  repaired  at  a reasonable  expense.  One 
demolition  order  has  been  made. 


SECTION  E - INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

milk 


Retail  purveyors  of  milk  in  the  district  . . . . 8 

All  but  one  of  the  above  are  producer-retailers  and  have  no 
dairy  premises  within  the  area. 

BAKEHOUSES 


There  are  six  bakehouses  within  the  area. 

28  inspections  were  made. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  vritten  notices  but 
some  improvements  were  carried  out  on  verbal  Instructions. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Condemnation  certificates  were  Issued  lr.  respect  of  the 
following  foods  voluntarily  surrendered  by  private  traders 


3 

Tins 

of 

Condensed  Milk 

7 

n 

11 

Evaporated  Milk 

1 

Drum 

of 

Dried  Milk 

29 

Tins 

of 

Preserved  Fruit  - 

;1 

lbs. 

8 ozs . 

26 

it 

II 

11  Vegetables  - 

4C 

lbs. 

9f  ozs 

25 

11 

II 

Cooked  Meats 

5c 

lbs. 

6-g-  ozs 

9 

11 

II 

Preserved  Fish 

lbs . 

10  stone  of  smoked  fish. 

110  lbs  of  Cheshire  Cheese. 

39^  lbs  of  Beef. 

14  lbs  of  Cooked  Ham. 

21  lbs  of  Bacon 
13  lbs  of  Pork  Sausage 
2 Boxes  of  processed  cheese. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

All  premises  used  in  connection  with  the  preparation  and  sale 
of  food  have  been  inspected  at  least  twice  during  the  year,  and  in 
individual  cases  considerably  more  often. 

The  general  condition  of  these  was  satisfactory.  It  was  not 
found  necessary  to  serve  any  written  notices  but  some  improvements 
were  effected  upon  verbal  advice. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES . 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  within  the  district. 

All  animals  are  slaughtered  and  inspected  at  Leominster. 


SLOT ION  F - PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS DISEASE. 

ANALYSES  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Disease 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Dysentery- 


Age  of  Patient 


1 1-2 

| 

Vx  i 

i l 

5-?j  10-14 

| 

15-24 

25  & 
Over 

. r-- 

Unknown 

. 

I 



> 

5 

_ 

, 

— 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

7 

16 

44 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

TOTAL 

6 

5 

69 

1 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNI SAT ION 

The  following  figures  are  presented  through  information 
supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Number  of  children  who  completed  a full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  and  number  who  received  a secondary  (reinforcing) 
injection  subsequent  to  primary  Immunisation  at  an  earlier 
age,  during  the  12  months  ended  31s,t-  December,  1952. 


Age  at  date  of 

final  injection,  j 

Reinforcing 

Under  1 i 1-4 

5-14 

1 

Total 

injections. 

0 ! 7 

3 

18 

i 

31 

The  Registrar  General  regrets  that  owing  to  a reduction 
in  the  sources  of  information  available  for  estimating  local 
populations  under  15  years  of  age  for  County  Districts,  it  will 
no  longer  be  possible  to  supply  estimates  of  such  populations. 

Population  figures  under  15  have  been  supplied  in  the  past 
mainly  to  provide  a basis  for  estimating  the  proportion  of  the 
child  population  in  the  area  which  had  been  immunised  against 
diphtheria. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  1952  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained 
the  names  of  nine  males  and  twelve  females  who  normally  reside 
within  the  district. 

During  the  year  a person  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  who 
formerly  lived  in  the  district  returned;  and  three  new  cases 
were  notified,  all  on  account  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  same  period  one  death  of  a person  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  occurred,  and  two  left  the  district. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Disease 

Male  s 

Females 

Tota 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

• 

1 

2 

3 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Other  heart  disease  . . ...  ... 

4 

2 

6 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

1 

_ 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

_ 

1 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

1 

_ 

1 

All  causes 


23 


•* 


N 


\ 


( 


V 


"V- 


